
 

Ethics Summer Studentship  

Application Guidelines 
 

Purpose 

 
The purpose of Health Research Council (HRC) Ethics Summer Studentships is to enable a 
student to train with a research team during the summer break with a focus on ethical 
challenges.  
 

Topics 

 
The HRC Ethics Committee (HRC EC) has requested that the submitted topic be related to 
ethical issues associated with health in one of the following areas: 

• common factors in public and participant complaints about research 
• research ethics or resource allocation in a pandemic 
• the Te Ara Tika principles and their application in research 
• ethics and infectious diseases 
• Māori health 
• big data 
• data sharing 
• genetic research 
• health disparities 
• ethics issues arising from health strategy and/or health research strategy 
• non-consensual research 
• immortalised, patient-derived tissues for health research and clinical investigation 
• predictive risk modelling and healthcare 
• the challenge of ensuring equity in health and research in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

Assessment criteria 

 
The HRC EC will assess all the applications based on the following criteria: 

• potential of the student 
• quality of the intended supervision 
• health research career aspirations. 

How to apply  

 

• The application form and all required documents must be submitted via HRC 
Gateway. 

• Click the “Apply now” button to start applying. 

• “Upload” your CV. 

• Submit your academic transcript and the statement of support from each of your 
supervisors under “letters of collaboration/support documents”  

 



 

 

 

Barry Poata Smith Ethics Summer Studentship 
 
One of the ethics summer studentships offered is in memory of the late Dr Barry Poata 
Smith and his outstanding contribution to the research environment in Aotearoa New 
Zealand, and in particular his recognition and promotion of Māori values and aspirations. Dr 
Poata Smith was committed to ensuring that health research is informed by diverse Māori 
and Pacifica perspectives, and that underrepresented communities are given a voice. 
 
In concert with Dr Poata Smith’s whānau, the HRC EC invite applications that honour and 
advance this commitment. We welcome applications that explore and apply values, 
concepts, and perspectives from mātauranga Māori, Pacifica perspectives or those of 
underrepresented communities, to health research.  
 
Applications for this studentship will be considered separately. The successful applicant will 
be selected by a subcommittee of the HRC EC and a representative from Dr Poata Smith’s 
whānau. The selection criteria will be: 

• potential of the student 
• quality of the intended supervision 
• potential to enhance the voice of Māori, Pacifica or underrepresented communities in 

relation to health research. 

This studentship will only be awarded when the subcommittee consider that a suitable 
application has been received. The subcommittee would like to meet with the recipient and 
their supervisor before the end of the year to whakawhanaungatanga, express support for 
the student, and share Dr Poata Smith’s special legacy in research in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. The final research report will be provided to Dr Poata Smith’s whānau in due 
course. 

 


