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2026 EXPLORER GRANT APPLICATION FORM

Coversheet

HRC Ref ID#:				Click here to enter HRC Ref ID#  
Research Title: 				Click here to enter research title.

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]

[bookmark: _Hlk517262096][bookmark: _Hlk517262184]A full application for a 2026 Explorer Grant consists of five modules. Refer to the 2026 Explorer Grant Application Guidelines for detailed guidance on how to complete each module. 

Module 1 ‘General information’ must be completed in HRC Gateway. You will need to create your application to receive an HRC Reference ID#. 

This application form contains a Coversheet (which will be replaced with the HRC Ref #, Research title and lay summary from Module 1 in the final submitted application compiled by HRC Gateway), Module 2 ‘Research’, and Module 3 ‘References’. 

[bookmark: _Hlk11935850]Module 4 ‘Contract information and Budget’ and Module 5 Applicant CV are only required from successful applicants who are offered a contract. 

Module 6 ‘Research classification’ must be completed on HRC Gateway. 

[bookmark: _Hlk517265562]Once you have completed this application form, upload it to HRC Gateway as a PDF File. Module 2 must begin on a new page. The complete application form with all modules will be generated by HRC Gateway for downloading and printing. Please check your application carefully, as the HRC will not process incorrectly uploaded files. Your application may be withdrawn.

This form is compatible with recent versions of MS Office. Form fields have Arial 10-point font as the default; bold and underlined variations are acceptable. Referencing with Endnote may not function in this form, so copy Endnote lists from the draft as text only. 

If you do not comply with the application formatting as stated in the guidelines, your application may be withdrawn from this funding round. This includes using the incorrect font size and style; altering margins and spacing around headings and subheadings; or exceeding page limits.





Application Checklist

Please carefully review your application and click the boxes to indicate that your application meets the HRC’s requirements.

☐ The application was created using the original 2026 Explorer Grant Application Form, which was downloaded from HRC Gateway.
☐ The application was written using Arial 10-point type font or larger, default margins, and single line spacing.
☐ The proposed research activities are not included in section 1.3 ‘Out of scope for the 2026 Explorer Grants’ in the 2026 Explorer Grant Application Guidelines. 
☐ The requested budget is up to $150,000 for a term of 24 months.
☐ All research team members are listed as a named investigator or collaborator in Module 1 on HRC Gateway. There are no named team members or organisations within the body of the application. 
☐ All modules and sections have been completed in the 2026 Explorer Grant Application Form.  
☐ The application content is within the specified page limits. 
☐ Completion of an ethics review by an HRC-approved ethics committee has been listed as a Year 1 milestone. 
☐ Module 6 ‘ Research classification’ has been completed on HRC Gateway.
☐ The completed application form has been uploaded to HRC Gateway as a PDF file. All figures, tables and text have been converted intact.
☐ Your host organisation’s research office (if applicable) has checked your application.

By ticking these boxes, you agree that you have followed HRC’s requirements. If you do not follow these requirements, your application may be withdrawn.

If you cannot meet any of these requirements, please contact your host organisation’s research office for guidance or the HRC at info@hrc.govt.nz.
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Alignment with health research priorities 
Not all applications are required to align with the specified health research priorities.

Please indicate if your application aligns with one or more of the priorities outlined in Section 1.3 (select all that apply).

☐ Maximises benefit for healthcare delivery
☐ Demonstrates a pathway to commercialisation
☐ Enhances the development of clinician-researchers
☐ Contributes to the achievement of the health and/or mental health and addiction targets

In the most relevant sections of your application, clearly articulate how your research project aligns with the chosen priority/priorities.
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[bookmark: HRC_MODULE2][bookmark: _Toc205192961][bookmark: _Toc203892455]Module 2: Research
Section 2A – Summary of proposed research (1-page limit)
[bookmark: HRC_SummaryOfRationale]Transformative nature of research  
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Click here to enter text. 
[bookmark: HRC_SummaryOfResearchImpact]
Research impact
Click here to enter text. 


Māori Health Advancement
Click here to enter text. 



Section 2B – Description of proposed research
[bookmark: HRC_FullRationale]A detailed description of what information is required under each heading can be found in the 2026 Explorer Grant Application Guidelines. The section headings provided should be used. 
Ensure your application does not contain any identifiable information.
The assessing committee membership is broadly discipline-based, matched to the range of applications assigned to that committee, so not all members will have a working knowledge of every research topic. Please ensure your application is written for researchers with a general understanding of the research area. (Delete these instructions when completing your application)
[bookmark: HRC_FullDesignMethods][bookmark: HRC_DescriptionResearch_Design]Transformative nature of research (3-page limit)
Click here to enter text. Your application must be considered potentially transformative based on the definition of transformative research in the 2026 Explorer Grant Application Guidelines.


Viability of research (2-page limit)
Start this section on a new page. Click here to enter text. Outline your methodology, set out what can be achieved during the term of the grant, and describe how your research environment is conducive to conducting this research.

[bookmark: HRC_DescriptionResearch_RelevanceMaori][bookmark: HRC_FullResponsivenessMaori]
Māori health advancement (1-page limit)
Start this section on a new page. Click here to enter text. Consider all potential ways your proposal will advance Māori health, and outline what actions you will undertake to help achieve this potential, as described in the 2026 Explorer Grant Application Guidelines. 

Details which may reveal the identity of members of the research team, or any key relationships, cannot be provided. Instead, provide general information on the skills and knowledge these individuals and relationships will bring.

Research impact (300-word limit)
Click here to enter text. The description of research impact should be considered relative to the scope and context of an Explorer Grant. Describe (1) how your research might be used and the anticipated benefits for New Zealand, and (2) the action plan to maximise the use and benefits of the research.

[bookmark: HRC_MODULE3]Module 3: References
Start this section on a new page. Click here to enter text (font must be Arial 10-point). There is no page limit. Do NOT indicate any named investigators’ publications to preserve anonymity. Endnote lists must be copied into a plain text editor before pasting it in this section. Details must include a full list of all authors, the title of the article, journal, year, volume and pages numbers. 

A glossary of Māori terms used in this application with a brief translation can be included here. 
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